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April  Farm  Labor  Cajnpaign 


THE  WOKSN'S  LAIJD  ARMY  U  AUSTILiLU 

On  Octo"ber  15,  1S42,  a  compulsory  registration  of  vrorr.en  was  announced  by  Prime 
Minister  Curtin.    At  that  time  the  enrollment  in  the  Women's  Land  Army  was  as 
follows: 


Permcinent 

Seasonal 

Total 

  870 

870 

  163 

118 

286 

  50 

167 

217 

  84 

21 

105 

  2 

2 

  55 

3 

53 

Total  

  1,229 

309 

1 ,  533 

By  the  end  of  1942,  tota.1  mer.barship  of  V/omon's  Land  Army  in  Austrn.lia  hjd  in- 
creased to  a.pproximately  1,900  persons.     In  that  country  xmiforras  and  free  trans- 
portation are  provided;  4  v.-eeks  sick  leave  on  full  pay  are  i^ranted,  and  2  i^reeks 
holiday  each  year  on  full  pay.    A  schema  of  insurance  cov^-ring  V/LA  ms-Tibers  is  to 
be  introduced.     Girls  working  on  parents'  farms  are  not  at  present  eligible  for 
membership  in  the  Women's  La.nd    Array;  however  it  has  be  recommondod  to  the  Direc- 
tor G-eneral  of  M-anpower  that  this  be  changed.    Further  details  follow  roge.rding 
developments  in  the  state  in  which  gro^-'th  of  th?>  IVLA  has  been  most  rapid. 

The  Women's  L^jid  krmy  in  New  South  Wales  came  into  active  operation  in  Jan^oary 
1942  when  about  100  v;omen  were  enrolled  for  the  pea-picking  scson.     Since  that 
time  an  additional  700  have  been  enrolled.    All  these  are  on  a  year-a.ro\uid  basis, 
no  registr  ;.tions  for  seasonal  work  being  accepted  in  New  South  ''.'ales.     In  .T.ugust 
1942  requisitions  for  the  coming  crop  season,  v;hich  lasts  from  October  to  Maxch, 
called  for  the  enrollment  of  2,000  v/oraen. 

In  New  South  ''.'"ales  the  headquarters  of  the  Women's  Land  Army  is  in  Sydney.  Local 
operations  a.re  carried  on  through  local  committees  which  are  responsible  for  the 
mainten:uice  of  satisfactory  conditions  of  employment  and  housing.     These  local 
committ'.^es  are  made  up  of  (l)  local  farmers,  (2)  t/.e  a.gr i cul tural  inspector  of  the 
district,   (3)  the  manager  of  the  local  cooperative  or  packing  house,  (4)  the  mayor 
or  shire  president,  .-^nd  (5)  the  ''.TLA  representative. 

Great  care  is  taken  in  the  selection  of  members  of  the  Women's  Land  Army.  Re- 
cruits EPj.st  be  v;ithin  the  age  group  of  18  to  36  and  must  be  medicallj''  certified 

(From  mimaographed  circular,   "Wartime  Use  of  Women  in  Agriculture"  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  Agricult'oral  Economics,  USDA.  ) 

DISTRirfJTION;  -  Sent  to  extension  editors  for  primary  information  use  in  the  United 
.S*,aV?:-'',  cjai  to  V^ar  Borjrds  and  others  for  their  information;  covsra'^e  -  all 
States, 

USE,  -  Adaptation  -.md  use  in  news  ond  feature  stories,  on  radio,  house  organs, 
visual  aids,  etc.,  ejid  as  background  information  for  writers. 


378-43 


-  2  - 


as  physically  fitted  for  the  work.     Training  is  provided  rainly  tiirou-;l'i  actual 
work  on  the  farms,     Whorevor  possible  WLA  nemtcrs  are  housed  in  central  camps  or 
hostels.     Ordinarily  they  are  not  sont  into  a  district  unless  tLero  is  ''Ork  for 
a  group  of  20  or  more.     Cajnps  are  supervised  "by  land  m^itrons  for  whom  tra.ining 
courses  are  provided  cy  the  government.    Living  on  farms  avay  from  the  central 
canp  is  permitted  only  to  girls  v/ho  have  established  a  reputation  for  reliability. 
The  heavy  equipment  for  the  central  camps  is  provided  by  the  farmers,  the  lighter 
necessities  by  the  ^Vomen's  Land  Army,     The  usual  conditions  of  employment  call 
for  a  48-hour  v:ork  week  and  for  v/ages  varying  from  5  pounds  to  3  poujids  12  shil- 
lings a  v'eek, 

VHLA  members  are  not  provided  for  domestic  v^ork.    Farmers  employing  ^'."LA  members 
must  be  insured  under  the  Workmen's  Compensa-tion  Act.     Direct  negotiations  oe- 
tv;oen  a  fs-rmer  and  a  Women's  Land  Arri;,''  member  regarding  T<;a|S:es  and  conditions  of 
emplo;;,'ment  are  not  permitted;  all  arrangements  must  be  made  with  'VLtV  headquarters 
or  with  the  V.TIjA  liaison  officer  in  the  district. 


The  succes  of  the  V/omen's  Land  Army  in  Netir  South  Wales  is  regarded  as  resting 
upon  two  essential  points:    First,  that  service  in  the  V/LA  slaall  be  regarded  as 
of  a  definitely  national  character,  compared  '-'ith  that  of  women  in  other  branches 
of  the  nationa,l  service,  and  second,  that  their  status  be  rccognized^  through 
cippropriate  dross  a.nd  '--orking  uniforms. 

(Account  based  on  material  secured  from  British  Office  of  Information) 


